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Dear Partners,

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to one of our national pastors who is actively
training his fellow nationals. This will provide a regional sample of what Independent Gospel Missions
is doing on a global basis. It also provides insight into the educational partnerships with whom our
ministry is networking. The need to train pastors is profound. This is evident from the following ministry
€Xposé.

This month we are featuring the field of Indonesia and the ministry of Henry and Jeanne Lantang (see
upper right photo). The Lantangs have been married 40 years and have 3 children and 7
grandchildren. Rex Furman, IGM International Fields Coordinator, describes the field of Indonesia and
the Lantangs: ‘It is a land under the influence of aggressive Muslim and Hindu religions, where, in
many places, one’s life can be in jeopardy for propagating their faith. It was in that land that a young
man found Christ, began serving Him, and then was offered a scholarship to attend Dallas Seminary.
That man, Henry Lantang, with his wife, Jeanne, knowing little English, left home, studied diligently and
returned to teach prospective pastors.”

In their own words, the Lantangs describe the ministry that the Lord has laid heavily upon -
their hearts: “God continues to open doors for the preaching and teaching of the 7
Word...Besides teaching at the Bible school, we are concentrating on conducting Bible .
seminars (see photo at right and on the next page) in different islands of Indonesia (see
map on next page). We schedule 4 seminars each year. One coming up next month
(February) will be on the island of Lombok. The topic is Bible Prophecy. Then in the month
of March | will be leaving for Manado (the island of Sulawesi) to strengthen God's flock there
with God's Word and will also conduct another Bible seminar. Indonesian believers and
church leaders are curious and very open to study what the Bible says about end times
especially after the movie 2012 was shown in theaters throughout the big cities of
Indonesia. Last month | preached about this topic in a church in Jakarta. During the 1%
hours of preaching, the congregation was glued to their seats listening to God's Word about 7o 8\ .

this topic. So, please pray for these Bible seminars and the costs involved in which we have

a need of around $1000 for each Bible seminar. Next month on February12 our Bible school in Bali will have their second graduation. Eighteen Bible
students will graduate. Also in November 2009, twelve Bible students graduated at the Bible school in Manado and ten at the Papua extension. So
combining together, that means this school year, there are forty equipped Indonesian servants of God that are commissioned into the field of
preaching and teaching and shepherding God's flock in Indonesia.

If you are not familiar with Operation World, it is a global prayer digest useful for data on every country in the world. The book is available in an
online version.3 You may gain insights when reading the featured country that will instruct you on how to pray. With regard to Indonesia, Operation
World offers this useful information (excerpt only and not the full article):

o Religion: Christian 82.8% (Catholic 51.2%, Protestant 31.6%); Muslim 8.5%; Hindu 0.2%; Traditional
ethnic 8.5%.

" Rex and Andrea Furman, April 2009 newsletter.
2 Henry and Jeanne Lantang, January 2010 newsletter.

3 Visit www.operationworld.org.



http://www.operationworld.org/

o Scriptures: The lack of Scriptures for the
languages of the two Lesser Sunda Provinces is
a major reason for nominalism, unchallenged
witchcraft, and lack of progress for the gospel.

Only three of the 65 languages have a NT, b 3
though work is in progress in 10 of them. A major Population \\’\
prayer request is for an adequate survey of R 5

translation needs and provision of translation P g
teams for those languages requiring a New
Testament.

o Muslim Resistance: These staunchly Muslim
islands are some of the least evangelized in
Indonesia. The 20,000 Protestants are mainly
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immigrant peoples in the towns (Jawa, Timor, and Chinese Indonesians). Riots in Lombok in January
2000 drove most of these few Christians off the island. Most of the church buildings were totally

destroyed, as were many homes of believers.

¢ Unreached Peoples: Despite ongoing efforts for the past 10+ years to reach them, the three major
indigenous people groups remain unreached. They are: the Muslim Sasak (2m) on Lombok; the Sumbawa
(400,000) and Bima (600,000) on Sumbawa Island. There are only 20 known believers among the Sasak,
100 among the Bima and 20 among the Sumbawa. All three groups are strongly Muslim, but still adhere to

animistic beliefs. The Hindu Bali people — 100,000 on Lombok.

o Political: The wide-scale killing and destruction which followed East Timor's (Timor Lorosae) vote to
become independent of Indonesia resulted in a number of refugee camps holding thousands of destitute
people in West Timor. Several Christian groups, both from churches in Timor and from other parts of

Indonesia, have attempted to minister physically and spiritually in the camps. Violence and intimidation
continue at the hands of the militia who ruined East Timor in 1999. Pray for an end to the suffering,

freedom to return home and salvation for these refugees.

Prayer & Praise
Family

¢ Please pray for Sally as she cares for our full house (all
seven of us), including homeschooling Adam (17) and
Graham (8) and attending to a host of family-related needs
that arise on a daily basis.

e Dayton (19) is in his second semester at Fulton-Montgomery
Community College. He has applied and interviewed at
numerous places, but is still in the hunt for a part-time
position. Please pray.

¢ Please continue to pray regarding John (24) and his need for
fulltime employment. He is still working part-time and actively
applying.
Ministry
e We praise the Lord for each of you who pray faithfully for
us and who support us financially. (For those able to
help financially, the colored box below contains
instructions.)

e Please pray for opportunities to present IGM and our
ministry to local churches in the coming months.

o Please pray as our Bible study group meets each week in
our home.

- Dr. Douglas A. Blanc, Sr.

Note: we have ministry brochures and would be happy to send
you some if you know others or churches (your church
perhaps) who are interested in training nationals. This would
help us greatly. Please contact us to schedule a presentation
in your church, or to provide contact information for a church
where we may present our ministry.

Itinerary

e January 28 — May 13, 2010: Teaching Ethics and
Comparative Religion at Fulton-Montgomery Community
College (Johnstown, NY)

e April 17, 2010: Northeastern Regional annual meeting of
the Evangelical Theological Society at Mid-America
Baptist Theological Seminary, Northeast Branch
(Schenectady, NY)

e May 3-7, 2010: IGM Leadership Conference at Mission
Central (Rochester, NY)

e August 12-19, 2010: IGM Mission Training School at
Mission Central (Rochester, NY)

Website
We ' r e o wiwisentalladm.

Contributions may be sent to IGM (see above) payable to Independent Gospel Missions and designated in the memo of the check: “Doug and Sally Blanc.”

You may also contribute online with your credit card. Please go to www.igmonline.org then click on the “donate” link. Select the “Missionaries/National Pastors”
Tab. Select the Region as “North America.” Select the Country as “United States of America.” Then, select the Missionary as “Doug Blanc.” We have not
established any “Projects” yet as all our funds are intended for living expenses/support. After putting in the amount you intend to donate, you may input your
information and how often you would like to set up the gift (one-time, monthly, etc.). Finally, select “Donate.” This is a convenient way to set up a revolving gift

and avoid check writing.

Follow this link to go directly to our donor page with the fields completed: https://igm.b-commerce.org/?t=missionary&q=50442.



http://www.sent2all.com/

