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III. Some Remaining Questions 

Though the case for exclusivism is very strong, there are some questions that 
must not be overlooked!  

A. If Christianity is exclusively true, are other religions totally false? 

1. No. There are many truths in most other religions. There are 
certainly some ethical truths in Buddhism and in Islam, for example. 
There is even theological truth in Islam (belief in the God of 
Abraham). 

2. But there is no saving truth in any other religion. 

2. What about parallels to Christianity in other religions, like incarnations 
of God and sacrifices to God? 

1. There are some similarities in some other religions. But we must 
beware of drawing the conclusion that similarities imply identity. In 
no other religion is there provision of an atonement for sin through 
the sacrifice of the incarnate Son of God, who gave proof of His 
person and work by rising from the dead (an event surrounded by a 
wealth of historical evidence). 

2. Even where there is sacrifice in other religions, the intent of the 
sacrifice is unlike that taught in the Bible. Generally, such sacrifices 
are intended to provide sustenance to the gods, or to appease an 
angry deity. 

3. What, then, is the source of other religions? 

1. There may be elements of God's truth in other religions, introduced 
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at times through early contact with the Jewish and Christian 
Scriptures. (Cf. Islam, and a few Buddhist and Hindu sects.) 

2. Other elements of truth are the result of man's reflection on the 
creation, on his moral consciousness, and on his desire for 
forgiveness and immortality. 

3. We must not discount the direct activity of Satan and his demons 
whose desire is to lead as many as possible into destruction . . . even 
if by promoting a counterfeit religion and morality. (Cf. 2 Cor. 
11:13--15.)  

4. If salvation comes only through hearing and believing the gospel, what 
about those who have never heard of Christ? Is there no hope for them? 

1. Some have proposed that the "unevangelized" will receive an 
opportunity to hear and believe in the gospel after death. Appeal is 
usually made to 1 Peter 3:19f and 1 Peter 4:6. However, careful 
examination of these texts will show that they do not refer to a 
proclamation of the gospel after death, but to preaching to people 
who later died (and were dead at the time of the writing of Peter's 
letter). Hebrews 9:27 would be consistent with the belief that only 
during this life can we come to faith: "It is appointed for men to die 
once and after this comes judgment." It is doubtful that a decision to 
believe after death would be a free decision, since one would be in 
the clear presence of heaven and hell. 

2. A text that gives us some guidance in this area is Luke 8:18, 
"Therefore take care how you listen; for whoever has, to him shall 
more be given; and whoever does not have, even what he thinks he 
has shall be taken away from him." Applied to the present 
discussion, these words of Jesus would seem to indicate that when a 
person responds to the revelation he has already (whether it be 
through creation, conscience, or the truth in another religion), God 
sees that he receives more truth, and ultimately truth about Christ. 

3. Cornelius himself is a wonderful example of someone who had 
responded to the truth that he had, and as a result God later revealed 
to him the gospel through which he was saved! 

Conclusion 

The teaching of Scripture is that God always brings salvation to an individual through 
his hearing and believing in the message about His gracious provision of that salvation. 
This was true before Jesus came, and it is true today.  

During this age the message of salvation centers on what God has done through His 
Son, Jesus Christ. "So faith come from hearing, and hearing by the word of (or, about) 
Christ" (Rom. 10:17). This is the message "that leads to salvation through faith which is 
in Jesus Christ" (2 Tim. 3:15). It is not impossible that God could communicate the 
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gospel in an extraordinary way to some individuals; but we do know that His normal 
way is to spread the message through His people. "And how shall they believe in Him 
whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? . . . How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things" (Rom. 10:14--15)!  
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