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The Flow of Western Culture

Rich Milne

CONCLUSION

All of art can have purpose and a place for us. It can help us see ourselves and our
world more clearly than we will ever know it by ourselves. But it can also be a
reminder of what the world is like apart from the meaning that a personal Creator can
giveto it and to us. Robert Rauschenberg makes the challenge of painting clear: "If you
do not change your mind about something when you confront a picture you have never
seen before, you are either a stubborn fool or the painting is not very good."{ 85}

Hopefully, as aresult of seeing these pictures, you have both agreater sense of beauty,
and a greater sense of the darkness that is all about. These pictures make me thankful
that | know Jesus Christ as the one who has forever secured my salvation. But at the
same time, they give me renewed compassion for the ones who do not have this
security. | feel more than ever the isolation and alienation that so many artists seem to
sense more acutely than the rest of us. Like people with the tips of their fingers
sandpapered off, artists seem the first to sense what isin fact al about us. And while
they may bring what they see and feel to our attention in away that is unsettling, if we
do not pay attention we may well miss the opportunity to turn those who are suffering
to the one and only Hope in Whom they can put their trust.
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For Further Reading

The following books are icebergsin the sea of philosophical/theological books. There
are many others but these are fairly widely available and generally helpful except with
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Roberts, J. Deotis. A Philosophical Introduction to Theology. Philadelphia, Pa.: Trinity

Press International, 1991.
Writing with a full awareness and appreciation of Allen's book, Roberts intends
to reach those readers whom he feels may find Allen's book requires too much
philosophical understanding. His goal is to "demonstrate the profound way in
which the development of theology in the Christian West has been undergirded
by the encounter with philosophy in every period of history.” The book's didactic
structure is at times too apparent, and this book as well istoo light in its coverage
of twentieth-century philosophy. But Roberts, who is a black theologian, and who
has traced out the influence of our African heritage in other books, does a helpful
job of demonstrating what influences have been at work in philosophy from the
Greeks on. Kant and Aristotle are both covered more in proportion to their weight
in the world of philosophy.

Thielicke, Helmut. Modern Faith and Thought. Grand Rapids, Mich.: William B.

Eerdmans, 1990.
Among German theologians, Thielicke stands as the preeminent member of a
sadly small group, those academic theologians who are (or were) also evangelical
in their thinking. Thisis not a bedtime book (unless taken to induce seep), but
with its deep involvement in critical issues and rigorous documentation, it is
immensely useful, especially in understanding German theol ogians, where the
book is unexcelled in my experience. His book effectively ends with Ernst
Troeltsch, who lived until 1923 but was essentially a nineteenth-century
theologian. Thus, once again, this book does not deal with philosophical streams
in the twentieth-century or their effect on recent theology. Don't read this book
first, but you may well find this book worth rereading several times.
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